The Manifested Presence of God

Mark 6:45-51 Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 47 And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48 And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, 49 but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50 for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid." 51 And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, ESV

1 Tim 3:16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:  He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit,  seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations,  believed on in the world, taken up in glory. ESV

If you are reading our last text in a printed Bible, you will see that there is an asterisk besides the “He.”  In a footnote,  you will find that the Greek literally reads “Who” or “He” in some manuscripts and in many other ones, especially the older ones, it reads “God.”  The difference between the two is a small dash placed inside the “O” and it is likely that this dash faded over time and the original reading was “God was manifested in the flesh.”  Either way, the scripture states the same thing:  the mystery of godliness is that God was manifested in the flesh as have KJV and NKJV and others or “the mystery of godliness” or who God is, is that He was manifested in the flesh.  Either way we can be sure from this scripture and many others of who Jesus is!  I would have you focus, though, on the next word in the verse, “manifested.”  It means to make visible or make known or to reveal.  

______________________________________________________________________

If you would learn about our God, then you would do well to start with three traits:  our God is omnipresent, omnipotent, and omniscience, which is to say that God is everywhere at once, all powerful, and all knowing.  And yet there is something about such traits that boggle the human mind and tend to leave us trying to twist such things into confusing conclusions that philosophically muddy spiritual understanding rather than help it.  What I mean is that the seminary student first hears that God is omnipotent, that He is all powerful, and then five minutes later tries to concoct a what if scenario that if God can do anything, can He do something to make it where He can no longer do something?  In other words, if God is so powerful, can He make a rock that He cannot lift?  And if so, then He is not omnipotent and if He can, then He is not omnipotent.  Such philosophical silliness is, of course, rubbish for God does not tempt Himself or act in a way to limit Himself but such thinking is useful in realizing that our human minds cannot truly fathom the full implications of what it means to be omnipotent for we have never been that – not even close.  Not even in high school when you were buff and lifting weights and thought you knew everything!

A similar and more serious confusion often springs from the realization that God is omniscient and that truly He knows everything.  If that be so, some say, well then we are all predestined to heaven or hell for God already knows what we will do and therefore we are not free-will moral agents.  That is false thinking for the Bible is very clear that it is not the will of God for any to perish but for all to come to repentance and everlasting life, but the Bible is also clear that not all will come, unfortunately.  You and I decide our course for our life and that is why God has given us His Word and sent us preachers to try to impress upon us with truth so that we will choose wisely.  We are not robots and the confusion comes from not realizing what it truly means to be omniscient.  That means that God knows all things and not just one course of our life.  That means that He knows every possible path that we could take and every outcome of every possible decision for now and every fork in the road to come.  And yet the choice is ours and yet He knows the end of each choice no matter what we choose.  That hurts our brain, only because we have never been close to omniscient.  Never.  No matter how smart you are.  Even when you were a teenager and you thought you knew it all, you were not!

Today, I feel led to attempt to present to you how people leap into such confusion that comes from the third trait of our great God, the fact that He is omnipresent and to show you how that people often come to theological, practical, and even doctrinal error because of their lack of understanding of a simple distinction between the the omnipresent God and the manifested presence of God and how that understanding this can literally change your life today and for forever!  

___________________________________

Let us begin by realizing that God's presence is truly everywhere and is everywhere all at once.  This is a fact stated time and time again throughout scripture.  For example, upon building a magnificent temple for God to dwell in Israel in, Solomon cried out at the dedication:

1 Kings 8:27 "But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built! ESV

God spoke through the prophet Jeremiah and told us:

Jer 23:23-24 "Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God afar off? 24 Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the Lord. ESV

And, of course, David put it very eloquently:

Ps 139:7-10 Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?8  If I ascend to heaven, you are there!  If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 9 If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. ESV

There is nowhere that man can go where God is not.  He transcends time and space.  One psalmist said that the heavens – meaning the universe as we know it – is God's throne and the earth is but His footstool.  Yet we must realize that though it be hard to quantize that such talk is just man's attempt to rationalize something that is really beyond our grasp of thinking.  For God is the Creator and He transcends and is beyond His creation.  The universe and the earth are not only filled by God, but they are surrounded by God in that God is bigger and greater than those things.  Beyond the realm of the universe which we have not even begun to approach in physical form, nevertheless understand, there is God and He has always been there.  He invented this little time warp we call the universe and He transcends it and after it is gone He will still be there.  He has no beginning and no ending and invented the very concept of time – oh, how this hurts our mind to think about it, but it should also fuel your praise for when we say that God is a great God, we are stating the understatement of the eons!  He truly is greater than we can even imagine!  We serve an awesome God in the full sense of that word!

Let us bring it down to earth and a little closer to home.  God fills every physical place on the earth, no matter how low and how high.  There is not a place that God is not and there is not something that God does not see.  One writer of scripture said, “His eyes go to and fro upon the earth.”  That is imagery to help us understand what it means that God is omnipresent.  God's literal eyes do not roll by through Castroville every now and then, but it means that God sees everything that takes place in Castroville at the same time that He sees everything that takes place in San Antonio and so on throughout the world.  God is everywhere all at the same time and that means that He is here.  All the time, whether or not you know it, feel it, or acknowledge it or not.

Now here is a key to avoid confusion and misunderstanding that many people get into when confronted with such knowledge:

When we say we want to seek God, draw near to Him, feel God, or have a move of God, what we are mean is not His omnipresent Spirit, but His manifested presence.

That is, this great, invisible God who fills all time and space, yet manifests Himself or reveals Himself to us in ways that we as humans can fathom, experience, and even encounter Him.  What changes is not really God, but our perception to God and how God manifests or shows Himself to us.  This is a key principle of all of Scripture so be sure that you get it:  from our perspective as humans there is a great difference between the invisible, omnipresent spirit of God and His manifested presence.  He is still the one and same God, but from our viewpoint the two are greatly different for one is perceived while the other can only be believed.  

For example, when Solomon prayed that prayer of “how can I build you a house when the heavens and the universe don't contain you?,” we read that God responded to his building by manifesting His glory in a thick cloud that filled the place.  It was so thick that the singers and musicians had to stop ministering and God's glory visibly descended to take up residence in the Temple.  In an omnipresent sense, God's Spirit had already been there all of the time and had been there before Solomon began to build walls to enclose that space as a building, but what we see in response to their praise and devotion was God's manifested presence.  God responded to the people's worship by manifesting Himself in a way that they could see and feel and hear and experience.  

It is the same way with our worship services today.  God is here whether you feel Him or not.  He was here before you got here and He'll be here after you leave.  Furthermore, there is just as much God in the bar down the street as there is here in this church.  Speaking in terms of His omnipresence, God fills everything equally!

However, when you begin to praise God and glorify Him as He has declared you quickly learn the meaning of the scripture that “God inhabits praises” or “God is enthroned in our praises.”  When you begin to praise Him, God manifests Himself in a way that you can somehow feel and discern that He is there.  He begins to move upon you.  We say things like, “God has entered this place.”  And that is correct in the sense of our perception but incorrect in the reality of God's omnipresence for God was always there and what changed was our perception of God.  We became aware of God because we began to do things that God has promised to respond to by His manifestation of His Spirit.  When we say God moved, really what we mean is that God manifested Himself and we felt it and moved in response.  God cannot move, technically because He's already there and here from where He moved to and from where He moved from!  We moved.  The movement of God is a reference to God manifesting His Spirit so that we became aware that He was there and we allowed Him to do a work in our life and move us!  

That is why the bar down the street may have just as much of God as we have here, but they do not have “moves of God.”  That is to say, they do not praise Him for they are praising other things.  They have other spirits than His Spirit from which they sip!  And so because they do not do the things that causes God to respond to us by manifesting and revealing His Spirit to us in a way that we can discern, they never know God is there and never experience God there.  God is there in omnipresence but not in manifested glory!

This helps understand the difference between God being everywhere and your need to receive His Spirit through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  This also helps explain why we need another title of God, “the Holy Spirit.”  God is Spirit and God alone is holy so it follows that God is the Holy Spirit.  But what the term “Holy Spirit” refers to is the manifested presence of God in a life.  Just as God was always there at Solomon's temple and yet when His glory filled the place, He did so in a way where it revealed God's presence to the people, so are the temples of our bodies.  Sure God is inside all of us in an omnipresent sense.  Sure God is within the veins and even the hearts of even the most avowed atheist.  Yet not everyone has “the Holy Spirit” because that refers to when you receive the manifested presence of God.  That is, you receive God revealing Himself to you and in your life and He comes in such a way where you can know that He has come and He begins to act in such a way where the leading and the guiding hand of His Spirit are obvious.  Think of what I just said:  a spirit does not have a literal hand, but those terms in scripture refer the manifested presence of God.  And the difference is real!  There is a great difference between just having the omnipresence of God in your life and having the manifested presence of the Holy Spirit!  And it makes all the difference in the world!

Some people say, “I believe in Christ and so I just know that His Spirit is within me.”  The Spirit of God in an omnipresent way is within you and was even before you believed, but you have not received the manifested presence of God in the form of the Holy Spirit because you don't just have to believe that abstractly but you will feel it and hear it and      be absolutely sure of it when you have received it for there is nothing like it in all of the world!  What we need is the manifested presence of God within us!  We need the Holy Ghost!  

__________________________________________________  

Now, God's Spirit has manifested itself or made itself visible, able to be known, or able to be touched in many different ways over man's history.  But there is no greater manifestation of God's Spirit than the body of Jesus Christ.  For the first time, the Spirit of God actually became joined with flesh in such a way that God took upon Himself flesh and was able to live among His creation as one of us.  That was the core of what Timothy was telling us in our text:

1 Tim 3:16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:  He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit,  seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations,  believed on in the world, taken up in glory. ESV    

We need to remember that there is no more mystery to every mystery in the Bible for every “mystery” has been revealed.  We read elsewhere of the “mystery of inquity” in which the Antichrist, being a man, will try to make himself God.  Here we have the opposite and the greater for the “mystery of godliness” is that God, though being truly God, yet made Himself man.  God was manifested in the flesh.  Say that with me.  When you see Jesus Christ, you see God manifesting Himself in fleshly form.  Now you know what that means.  God's presence still filled the universe and yet it had also manifested itself in a fleshly being that could breathe and be touched and be heard by human ears.  This does not make Jesus Christ a second person to God's first person, but rather a greater manifestation than all of the others.  Greater than the temporary form of men that appeared to Abraham and greater than the smoking lanterns and greater than the smoke cloud that appeared before Israelite and greater than the thick canopy that filled Solomon's Temple, this was the great God who transcends the universe come in flesh.  It was not another, it was the one, true God manifesting Himself in flesh.  

Just as God does not cease to fill the universe when yet He manifests His presence in our church services or even our life, so did God not stop being omnipresent when He walked upon the earth.  And yet we cannot distinguish the two by making them separate parts of God, but rather we must realize that it was the God in manifested form!  For in Him – meaning Jesus – dwells all the fulness of Deity in a bodily form.  And He is the image of the invisible God.  Those are scriptures in Colossians 2:9 and 1:15, respectively.  A lot of people are confused simply because they do not fully understand the difference between the invisible, omnipresent Spirit of God that fills the universe and even beyond and the manifested presence of God.  Jesus Christ was the manifested Spirit of God taking on bodily form.  How could He do that?  I don't know, but He did!  

Now you can understand such scriptures as:

1 John 4:12a  No one has ever seen God; ESV

The simple minded and the confused would say, “whoa, wait a minute for if this is true then Thomas had to be confused when he said:”

John 20:27-28 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe." 28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" ESV

But let us not forget that the same author, John, wrote both accounts.  No man has seen the invisible spirit of God but in the face and body of Jesus Christ we could see God for Jesus was God manifested to us or made visible or revealed to us!  Listen to John 1:18 in the New Living Translation second edition:

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God. But the one and only Son is himself God and is near to the Father's heart. He has revealed God to us. NLTse

That is a wonderful translation because it succinctly puts truth of all of the scripture in a nutshell.  God, in His omnipresent Spirit, cannot be discerned or touched or seen by human eyes but He came to earth in the form of Jesus Christ and manifested Himself to us so that we could experience Him.  When you see Jesus Christ you are not seeing another beside God Almighty, but God Himself manifested in flesh.  When you get to heaven, God's Spirit will still be invisible but you will see God for you will see one throne and one who sits upon it, the glorified flesh of Jesus Christ.  You will see God's face and touch His hands and they will have nail scars!  For Christ is not a temporary manifestation but the “express image of God's person” to us. (Hebrews 1:3)  There is not another to be seen.  He is God manifested in the flesh!  He is a God who made Himself known!  He is a God who has revealed Himself to us in a way that we could experience Him!

So we can see how that much misunderstanding and confusion comes from many Christians who do not understand the difference between the omnipresent, invisible Spirit of God and His manifested presence.  What we are seeking and desiring today is to know Him in a manifested way!  We are desirous of His manifested presence even in this service and in our lives today!___________________________________________________

Now let us go beyond the basic understanding and understand another trait of God's manifested presence.  It is a funny thing about God revealing Himself to us for He acts in a strange way.  And that is:

God's manifested presence would pass you by if you would not intercept it.

That is, God manifests His presence to us so that we can experience, feel, interact, and know Him and yet once manifested, He acts in such a way as to walk by you and passover you unless you bid Him to stop.  

There is no greater example of this than our first text.  The story is familiar to many of you for it happened during Jesus' earthly ministry, which is to say when God was manifesting Himself on this earth in bodily form.  Jesus instructed His disciples to get on a boat and cross the lake that we call the Sea of Galilee and in the meantime a great storm struck the lake and began to toss the little boat here and there.   

Mark 6:47-48 And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48 And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, ESV

Now let us pause in the story and grasp the magnitude of what Mark has told us.  “He meant to pass by them.”  That is Jesus didn't just walk up to the boat, but rather He manifested Himself in flesh walking upon the water and was going to pass by them.  The only reason that He came into the boat was because they began to yell and holler like little schoolgirls.  There's a lot to this story and He was trying to teach them to trust more in His Word than in His manifested presence that they could feel.  He had told them that they were going to the other side, so they should have been able to make it just on His Word which is forever settled without having the reassurance of His manifested presence in the boat with them.  Oh, how this is true even today and how we could spend hours preaching such things!  They didn't really need a miracle when they had a Word!    

But more simply this story illustrates a key thought in that God's manifested presence would have walked right by them in their situation if they had not cried out to Him and invited Him into their situation.  If this were the only time that this happened like this, then we could say it was just a weird moment and doesn't mean anything but the truth is that time after time Jesus Christ – the manifested glory of God – would act as if He would just pass by until someone expressed their need.  Think of the blind men by Jericho.  We are told that “Jesus was passing by with a crowd.”  And hearing of this the two blind men began to cry out for Him to stop passing and heal them!  He would have walked right by those blind men in their obvious need if they had not cried out to him.  And, of course, the more the crowd around them told them not to bother Jesus, the louder they cried all the more!   

There are other examples in scripture, but I think you get the point.  And within these simple stories are great truths as to why some people experience the magnificently manifested presence of God  and others do not.  The difference is that some are able to see and identify when the manifested presence of God is nearby and wanting to do something great and they respond with passion, fervency, and urgency to it.  And others do not even realize that such an opportunity is near and if they do, then do not act personally to take advantage of it.

Do you realize that miracles pass you by everyday?  Do you realize that every life has the supernatural near them often.  But not every one sees or experiences the supernatural or miracles from God.  And the result is that we often have God's great presence pass us by and we never even know that they are there.  And yet the fault lies in our perception, knowledge, and actions and not in God.  He surrounds us and has He not even shown up and manifested Himself here today again as we have grown accustomed to doing?  Jesus Christ is here in Spirit form.  He is the Holy Spirit that wants to move not just among us but in us.  And this leads me to one more thought about this manifested presence of God:

When God's manifested presence shows up it always comes with great power!

When the blind men got Jesus' attention and stood in His presence, they got their healing and blinded eyes were opened!  When the disciples got Jesus' attention in their boat and got Him to come over to them, one of them – Simon Peter – got to walk on water too and eventually the storm was stilled by the supernatural power of God being applied to their situation!  When God's manifested presence is at a location then that location has available great, supernatural and miraculous power.  The power that created the universe is there to do miracles, signs, and wonders.  The power that stopped the winds and the waves is there to bring peace or to set things in motion in your situation for He is able to do both at just a simple command!  Which do you need today?  Do you need a “peace be still,” or something to be set in motion?”  Do you need God to heal something that is sick or to bring down something that is too alive in you.  He is able to both to heal and curse as needed!  There is no child too far gone that He cannot resurrect and there is no wall too tall that He cannot bring down.  And He is here.  He has manifested His glory to us.  He is not just here in an omnipresent-type sense, but He is here in that He has walked in among us.  And yet He will only come if bidden to your individual life.  He would pass you by and go to another if you just sit there and ignore His presence.  But know that if you would stop Him and reach out to Him with faith and indicate to Him that more than anything in the world, you want His Spirit and His presence and His glory in your life and situation, that He would stop by you and where His presence is, is all of the power in the world!  He can heal, fill, help, uphold, and strengthen.  He can cure, give direction, forgive, mend, shine light, and He is mighty to save!  

Whatever you do, don't let His manifested presence just pass you by because God's manifested presence is always accompanied by His power.  And His power is unfathomable, because this God who is omnipresent is also omnipotent, do  you remember?  He can create within you a new heart or lung or whatever organ you need.  He is a God far greater than cancer and even HIV or AIDS.  There is no situation where He is overmatched or overwhelmed.  The universe cannot create a star that He cannot hold in His hand and your life cannot create a situation that is too beyond His abilities to transform and create hope and help!  And He knows what you need – acting like everything is okay in your life when it is not fools very little and not Him.  He is omniscient, do you remember that?  He knows all things.  He sees all things.  You cannot keep things from Him.  But He is also kind and loving and He will not impose Himself upon you.  So He knows all things and yet if you would not stop Him, He would just pass you by.  And with Him is the glory and the power.  Oh, that someone would take advantage of an omnipresent, omnipotent, and omniscient God who has manifested Himself to us today!  For His manifestation is a sign of His willingness and ability to work!  His manifested presence always comes accompanied by His great power for that is who He is!

_________________________________________________

I heard a great preacher recently say, “when we feel that we are distant from God, what we feel is dissimilarity.”  Paul put it like this:

Acts 17:24-27 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27  that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, ESV

Really God is near every one of us and we all could experience Him mightily.  But when we feel distance from God we are actually feeling dissimilarity.  He is the Holy Spirit, we are not by nature a holy being.  He is clean and we are by nature ceremonially and spiritually dirty.  “Our sin has separated us from our God.”  Yet God is not far from us, but we feel the dissimilarity as a distance because our sin causes us to be unable to detect His manifested presence. 

But there is something simple that you can do to remedy such a state:  repent!  If you will repent of your sin, acknowledge your wrongdoing, and ask for God's help to turn away from such things, and began to praise Him for forgiving you, He will show up.  Oh, He was there all of the time, but He will manifest Himself to you!  And when He does such a thing, He always shows up with great power to work in your life!  You need Him!  Let us seek Him in such a way with all of our heart for there is nothing that can replace in our lives, the manifested presence of God!  

